RUSSIA AND THE WKST IN IRAN

such a decision was, from the Soviet point of view, timely in 1935.
Germany, under Hitler's leadership, emerged again as a powerful
rival in Middle Eastern politics. Her penetration, both economic and
political, was clearly visible in this part of the world. In Iran it as-
sumed proportions that might easily have destroyed the existing
status quo and have affected the security of both the Soviet Union
and the British Empire.